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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114 was 
filed in this application after appeal to the Board of Patent 
Appeals and Interferences, but prior to a decision on the 
appeal. Since this application is eligible for continued 
examination under 37 CFR 1.114 and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 
1.17(e) has been timely paid, the appeal has been withdrawn 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114 and prosecution in this application has 
been reopened pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission 
filed on 05/13/2009 has been entered. Examiner has reopened 
prosecution. 

Response to Amendment 

2. Applicants' amendment and arguments filed on 05/13/2009 
have been fully considered, and discussed below. It is noted 
that, by this amendment claims 1-2, 4, 6-8, 10, and 12 are 
amended. Presently claims 1-20 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
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differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-3,6, 7-9,12, 13-15, and 18-20 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Case et al. U.S. Patent 
Number 5,613,679 (PTO-892 Reference A) in view of Understein U.S. 
Patent Number 7,092,904 Bl (PTO-892 Reference D) . 

5. As per claim 1 Case teaches a method for conducting a 
trusted deposit within at least one network connected to at 
least one depositor's computer, comprising, providing a host 
server connected to the network that performs steps comprising: 

A) receiving bid amount as a discount from principal from 
depositors (see Case Col. 2 Lns. 35-51) Examiner interprets 
participants of a lottery as bidder of an auction; 

B) selecting the winner from said bids submitted by- 
depositors (see Case Col. 2 Lns. 44-51); 

C) excluding said winner from future auctions (see Case 
Col. 4 Lns. 11-15) ; 

D) depositing pooled funds for winner's account (see Case 
Col. 2 Lns. 48-49) ; 

E) repeating steps A, B, C, D at predetermined intervals 
with remaining depositors; and whereby at least one depositor 
has return on deposit (see Case Col. 4 Lns. 11-15). 
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However Casa does not explicitly teach conducting a deposit 
auction. Understein auction requiring deposits accounts from its 
bidders (see Understein Col. 1 Lns 53-58 and Col. 5 Ln 63-Col. 6 
Ln. 11). One of ordinary skill in the arts would have found 
motivation to combine the two teachings for the purpose of 
providing a secure way of extending credit to participants 
while assuring payment (see Understein Col. 1 Lns. 38-44) 

6. As per claim 2 Case teaches the limitation of claim 1. Case 
further teaches pooled funds include funds from each selected 
winner making principal repayment at each predetermined interval 
beginning from the next interval following their respective 
winning interval (see Case Col. 2 Lns. 35-51). 

7. As per claim 3 Case teaches the limitation of claim 1. Case 
further teaches pooled funds consist receiving the discounted 
principal from each remaining depositor not selected as winner 
at each predetermined interval, said discount is equivalent to 

the bid amount submitted by selected winner (see Case Col. 2 
Lns. 35-51) Examiner interprets the recouping of original 
investment of a winner as a discounted principal. 

8. As per claim 6 Case teaches the limitation of claim 1. Case 
further teaches said step of repeating at step E is executed 
until one depositor is remaining or for a fixed number of 
sessions as agreed by the members at the outset of the auction 
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whereby said number of sessions is no greater than the number of 
depositors at the outset (see Case Col. 4 Lns. 11-15). 

9. Claim sets 7-9,12 and 13-15,18 are rejected using logic 
similar to that used to reject claim set 1-3,6. 

10. Claims 19 and 20 are rejected using logic similar to that 
used to reject claims 1 and 6 respectively. 

11. Claims 4,5,10,11,16, and 17 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Case et al. U.S. Patent Number 
5,613,679 (PTO-892 Reference A) in view of Kou et al . U.S. 
Patent 6,363,365 Bl (PTO-892 Reference B) and Understein U.S. 
Patent Number 7,092,904 Bl (PTO-892 Reference D) . 

12. As per claim 4 Case teaches the limitation of claim 1. Case 
further teaches said members are anonymous (see case Fig 3 and 
4, illustrates a slip void of personal identifiers. However Case 
does not teach membership of a depositor network is by 
invitation only. Understein teaches offering a bidder the 
ability to bid (see Understien Col. 1 Lns. 55-58). Also, Kou 
teaches biding by invitation (see Kou Col. 4 Lns. 34-51). One 
would find the motivation to combine these teachings in this 
way, for the purpose of securing the auction network (see Kou 
Col . 1 Lns . 5-8) . 

13. As per claim 5 Case teaches the limitation of claim 1. Kou 
further teaches said networks are linked for deposit auction by 
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invitation from at least one member of one network having 
relationship with at least one member of the target link network 
(see Kou Col. 4 Lns . 34-51). 

14. Claims 10 and 16 are rejected using logic similar to that 
used to reject claim 4. 

15. Claims 11 and 17 are rejected using logic similar to that 
used to reject claim 5. 

Response to Argiments 

16. Applicant's arguments filed 03/17/2008 have been fully- 
considered but they are not persuasive. 

17 . Applicant argues that : 

Applicant rejects examiners interpretation of a participant of a 
lottery as a bidder in an auction. 

Examiner responds that : 
It is of the examiners interpretation that the two are very 
similar. However Casa does not explicitly teach conducting a 
deposit auction. Examiner relies on Understein teaching of 
auction requiring deposits accounts from its bidders (see 
Understein Col. 1 Lns 53-58 and Col. 5 Ln 63-Col. 6 Ln. 11). 
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Conclusion 

18. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

a. Robinson Patent Publication No. 2001/0054001 Al (PTO- 
8 92 Reference C) Teaches that an auction employing random 
selection as a method of determining a winner. 

19. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the 
extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action 
is set to expire THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this 
action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS 
of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action 
is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened 
statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will 
expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated 
from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to CHUKS 
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ONYEZIA whose telephone number is (571)270-1372. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 9am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Alexander Kalinowski 
can be reached on 571-272-6771. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 

(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 

(IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/C. 0./ /Alexander Kalinowski/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3691 Supervisory Patent 

Examiner, Art Unit 3691 
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